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VOCABULARY TEST 1 

(UPPER-INTERMEDIATE) 
 

1. The political climate in the country was 

too ---- and polarized for meaningful 

bipartisan cooperation to take place. 

 

A) pensive   B) volatile 

 

C) respective   D) current 

 

E) civic 

 

 

2. The design has come a long way, ---- our 

expectations from the initial concept to 

the final product. 

 

A) longing   B) contracting 

 

C) boasting   D) responding 

 

E) exceeding 

 

 

3. The novel's intricate plot keeps readers  

---- and guessing until the very end. 

 

A) engaged   B) declined 

 

C) progressed   D) diagnosed 

 

E) maintained 

 

 

4. Emily's articulate speech left a ---- 

impression on the audience, earning her a 

standing ovation. 

 

A) attentive   B) crucial 

 

C) lasting   D) sporadic 

  

E) temporary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. With globalization and advances in 

transportation, cultural exchange has 

become more prevalent, ---- a greater 

understanding and appreciation of 

diverse traditions and customs across the 

globe. 

 

A) relating   B) judging 

 

C) selecting   D) standing 

   

E) fostering 

 

 

6. Despite the initial ----, the team managed 

to secure a crucial victory in the game's 

final minutes, displaying remarkable 

resilience and determination.  

 

A) occasions   B) setbacks 

 

C) regulations   D) attachments 

 

E) contributions 

 

 

7. The documentary shed light on the ---- of 

endangered species and the urgent need 

for conservation efforts to protect 

biodiversity and preserve ecosystems. 

 

A) extension   B) distrust 

 

C) initiative   D) reversal 

  

E) plight 

 

 

8. Health problems caused by exposure to 

certain chemicals and safety hazards, 

such as fire and explosions, are possible 

if the chemicals you work with aren't ---- 

properly.  

 

A) impaired   B) handled 

 

C) obliged   D) inherited 

   

E) consulted 
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9. The volunteer organization tirelessly ---- 

the community by providing essential 

services to those in need. 

 

A) yields   B) distorts 

  

C) multiplies   D) serves 

 

E) persists 

 

 

10. Despite the challenges, they work 

towards their goals ---- and never lose 

sight of their dreams. 

 

A) knowingly  B) absolutely 

 

C) offensively  D) persistently 

 

E) severely 

 

 

11. My uncle, who is an artist, carefully 

selects vibrant colours and skilfully ---- 

them to create stunning masterpieces. 

 

A) expires   B) pursues 

 

C) blends   D) tames 

  

E) restricts 

 

 

12. Despite his initial ---- he eventually 

agreed to take on the challenging 

project. 

 

A) desire   B) enthusiasm 

 

C) curiosity   D) determination 

 

E) reluctance 

 

 

13. The company's new advertising 

campaign aims to ---- its brand image 

and attract a younger audience. 

 

A) rejuvenate  B) diminish 

 

C) stagnate   D) eradicate 

 

E) devastate 

14. The team's victory in the championship 

game was a ---- reward for their months 

of hard work and dedication. 

 

A) negligible   B) momentous 

 

C) trivial   D) superficial 

 

E) useless 

 

 

15. The sudden arrival of the storm forced 

us to ---- our outdoor plans and seek 

shelter. 

 

A) persist   B) cultivate 

  

C) abandon   D) prolong 

    

E) notice 

 

 

16. The committee members engaged in a 

heated ---- over the proposed budget 

cuts. 

 

A) consensus  B) accord 

 

C) altercation  D) mediation 

  

E) compromise 

 

 

17. Despite facing numerous obstacles, she 

remained ---- and determined to achieve 

her goals. 

 

A) complacent  B) stagnant 

   

C) disheartened  D) resilient 

 

E) sustainable 

 

 

18. The leader's charisma and vision helped 
to unite the ---- group. 

 

A) diverse   B) vague

      

C) factual   D) relevant

  

E) calming 
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19. The scientific research provides ---- 

evidence to support the theory of climate 

change. 

 

A) conclusive   B) delicate 

 

C) emphatic   D) reckless 

 

E) daring 

 

 

20. The unexpected ---- surprised him as he 

was not anticipating any changes in his 

position. 

 

A) duration   B) revelation 

  

C) consolidation  D) promotion 

  

E) petition 

 

 

21. The novel's plot is filled with ---- twists 

and turns that keep the readers interested 

until the very end. 

 

A) mundane   B) transparent 

  

C) predictable   D) intricate 

 

E) apparent 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

22. The Robinsons were in a ---- when they 

had to choose between sending their 

child to a local school or a prestigious 

boarding school. 

 

A) drawback   B) deluge 

 

C) dilemma   D) depletion 

  

E) demand 

 

 

23. The internet has revolutionized ---- to 

knowledge, making information readily 

available at our fingertips. 

 

A) supply   B) labour 

 

C) issue   D) target 

  

E) access 

 

 

24. Personal relationships evolve over time 

as individuals ---- and their 

circumstances change. 

 

A) mature   B) lessen 

 

C) derive   D) soothe 

 

E) drain 

 

 

25. Sustainable agriculture focuses on 

methods that ---- soil health, conserve 

water and protect biodiversity. 

 

A) consume   B) promote 

 

C) demolish   D) shrink 

 

E) drain 
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VOCABULARY TEST 1 

UPPER-INTERMEDIATE 

ANSWER KEY 1 
 

1. B 2. E 3. A 4. C 5. E 6. B 7. E 8. B 9. D 10. D  

 

11. C 12. E 13. A 14. B 15. C 16. C 17. D 18. A 19. A  20. D 

 

21. D 22. C 23. E 24. A 25. B 

 


